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tlo longer pelleted with dull ftory-tcllcrs, nor brqngUng dif- 
puters. Swift's Introducl. to genteel Converfation. 

Bran LEMENT. n. f. [from br angle.] The fame with hr angle. 

Brank. n.f Buckwheat, or brank, is a grain very ufeful and 
advantageous in dry barren lands. Mortimer. 

Bra'nny. adj. [from bran.] Having the appearance of bran. 

It became ferpiginous, and was, when 1 faw it, covered with 
white branny feales. Wifcmun. 

Bra'sier. n. f. [from brafs. J 

1. A manufacturer that works in brafs. 

There is a fellow fomewhat near the door, he fhould be a 
brafter by his face. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

Brqfiers that turn andirons, pots, kettles, lAc. have their lathe 
made different from the common turners lathe. Moxon. 

2. A pan to hold coals, [probably from embrafer , Fr.] 

It is thought they had no chimneys, but were warmed with 
coals on brajicrs. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

Br asi'l. ) n. f. An American wood, commonly fuppofed to have 

Brazi'l. ) been thus denominated, becaufe firft brought from 
Brafii: though Huet fhews it had been known by that name, 
many years before the difeovery of that country ; and the beft 
fort comes from Fernambuc. The tree ordinarily grows in dry 
barren rocky places, is very thick and large, ufually crooked 
and knotty ; its flowers, which are of a beautiful red, exhale 
an agreeable fmtll, which ftrengthens the brain. The bark is 
fo thick, that when the trunk is peeled, which might before be 
equal in circumference to the body of a man, it is reduced to 
that of his leg. The wood is heavy, and fo dry, that it fcarce 
raifes any fmokc. It is ufed by turners, and takes a good polilh; 
but chiefly in dying, though it gives but a fpurious red. Cbamb. 

BRASS. n.J. [bjiay, Sa x. pres, Welch.] 

i. A yellow metal, made by mixing copper with lapis calaminaris. 
It is ufed, in popular language, for any kind of metal in which 
copper has a part. 

Brafs is made of copper and calaminaris. Bacon. 

Men’s evil manners live in brafs , their virtues 
We write in water. Shakejp. Henry VIII. 

Let others mold the running mafs 
Of metals, and inform the breathing brafs. Dryden. 

7 . Impudence. 

Bra'ssiness. n.f. [from brajfy.] An appearance like brafs; 
fome quality of brafs. 

Bra'ssy. adj. [from brafs.] 

1. Partaking of brafs. 

The part in which they lie, is near black, with fome fparks 
of a braffy pyrites in it. Woodward. 

2 . Hard as brafs. <• 

Lofles, 

Enough to prefs a royal merchant down. 

And pluck commiferation of his ftate 

From braf/y bofoms, and rough hearts of flint. Shakefp. 

3. Impudent. 

Brast. particip. adj. [from bttrjl. J Burft ; broken. 

There creature never paff. 

That back returned without heavenly grace. 

But dreadful furies which their chains have hrajl. 

And damned fprights fent forth to make ill men agaff. 

Fairy £htcen, b. v. c. v. jiav.x . 31. 

Brat. n.f. [Its etymology is uncertain ; bparc, in Saxon, fig- 
nifies a blanket ; from which, perhaps, die modern fignifica- 
tion may have come.] 

1 . A child, fo called in contempt. 

He leads them like a thing 
Made by fome other deity than nature, 

That Ihapes man better ; and diey follow him, 

Agaiuft us brats, with no lefs confidence. 

Than boys purfuing fummer butterflies. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

This brat is none of mine : 

Hence with it, and, together with the dame. 

Commit them to the fire. Shakefp. Winter's Tale. 

The friends, that got the brats, were poifon’d too ; 

In this fad cafe what could our vermin do? Rofccmrnon. 
Jupiter fummoned all the birds and beafts before him, with 
their brats and little ones, to fee which of them had the pret- 
tied children. L'Kjlrange. 

I {hall live to fee the invifible lady, to whom I was obliged, 
and whom I never beheld, fince {he was a brat in hanging- 
fleeves. Swift. 

I give command to kill or fave. 

Can grant ten thoufand pounds a year, 

And make a beggar’s brat a peer. Swift. 

2. The progeny ; the offspring. 

The two late confpiracies were the brats and offspring of 
two contrary factions. South. 

Brava'do. n.f. [from bravada. Span.] A boaft; a brag. 

Spain, to make good the bravado , 

Names it the invincible armado. Anonymous. 

BRAVE, adj. [brave, Fr.] 

j. Courageous; daring; bold; generous; high-fpirited. 

An Egyptian foothfayer made Antonius believe, that his ge- 
nius, which otherways -was brave and confident, was, in the 
prefence of 0 £lavius Caefar, poor and cowardly. Bacon. 
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I- rom armed foes to bring a royal prize, 

Shows your brave heart victorious as your eyes, 

2. Call ant; having a noble mien ; lofty; graceful. 

1 II prove the prettier fellow of the two, 

And wear niy dagger with a braver grace. 

3. Magnificent; grand. 

Rings put upon his fingers, 

And brave attendants near him, when he wakes • 

Would not the beggar then forget himfelf ? * 0 . , 

But whofoe’er it was nature defign’d 
Firft a brave place, and then as brave a mind. p . 

4. Excellent ; noble ; it is an indeterminate word, ufed t *** 

prefs the fuperabundance of any valuable quality in 
things. 1 Ln or 

O 

Let not old age difgrace my high defire, 

0 heavenly foul, in human {hape contain’d ; 

Old wood inflam’d doth yield the brave/} fire. 

When younger doth in fmokc his virtue fpend. Sid, . 
It there be iron-ore, and mills, iron is a brave commetW 
where wood aboundeth. j, v 

li a ffatefman has not this fcience, he muft be fubjccl tef" 
braver man than himfelf, whofe province it is to direct all hi* 
addons to this end. Digby on the Soul, Dedicathn 

Brave, n.f. [brave,¥r.] atuu 

1 . A licdtor ; a man daring beyond decency or difcrction. 

Hot braves, like thee, may fight, but know not well 
To manage this, the laft great ftake. jjryden 

Morat’s too infolent, too much a brave. 

His courage to his envy is a Have. Dryden' s Aucrenn. 

2. A boaft ; a challenge ; a defiance. 

I here end thy brave, and turn thy face in peace ; 

We grant thou c.uift outfcold us. ' Shakejp. Sing John. 
To Brave, v. a. [ from the noun.] 
x . I o defy ; to challenge ; to fet at defiance. 

He upbraids Iago, that he made him 
Brave me upon the watch. Shakefp. Othello. 

My nobles leave me, and my ftate is brav'd, 

Ev’11 at my gates, with ranks of foreign powers. Shakefp, 
The ills of love, not thofe of fate I fear ; 

1 hefe I can brave, but thofe I cannot bear. Dryden. 

Like a rock unmov’d, a rock that braves 
T he raging tempeft, and the rifing waves. Dryden' s iEncid. 
2. 1 o carry a boafting appearance of. 

Both particular pcifons and fadiions are apt enough to flatter 
themfelves, or, at leaft, to brave that which they believe not. 

Bacon's EJfays, N 16. 

Bra'vely. adv. [from brave.] In a brave manner; courage- 
oufly ; gallantly ; fplendidlv. 

Martin Swart, with his Germans, performed bravely. Baser.. 
No fire, nor foe, nor fate, nor night, 

. The Trojan hero did affright. 

Who bravely twice renew’d the fight. 

Your valour bravely did th* aflault fuftain. 

And fill’d the moats and ditches with the flain. 

Bra'ver y. n.f [from brave.] 
j. Courage; magnanimity ; gcncrofity; gallantry. 

Certainly it denotes no great bravery of mind, to do that 
out of a defire of fame, which we could not be prompted to 
by a generous paflion for the glory of him that made us. 

Sped at or, N 3 255. 

Juba, to all the bravery of a hero. 

Adds fofteft love, and more than female fweetnefs. Addiftn. 

2 . Splendour; magnificence. 

Where all the bravery that eye may fee, 

And all the happinefs that heart defirc, 

Is to be found. Spenfer's Hublerd' s Tale. 

3. Show ; oftentation. 

Let princes choofe minifters more fenfible of duty than of 
rifing, and fuch as love bufinefs rather upon confidence than 
upon bravery. Bacon's Fffays, N° 3 "' 

4. Bravado ; boaft. 

Never could man, with more unmanlike bravery, ufc lus 
tongue to her difgrace, which lately bad lung fonnets of her 
praifes. Sidney s Arcadia. 

For a bravery upon this occafion of power, they crowned 
their new king in the cathedral church of Dublin. Bacon. 

There arc thofe that make it a point of braves y, to bid de- 
fiance to the oracles of divine revelation. L’Ef range. 

Bra'vo. n.f. [bravo, I tab] A man who murders for hire. 

For boldnefs, like the bravocs and banditti, is feldom employ 
ed, but upon defperatc fervices. Govmis/iesit of the Tongue. 

No bravocs here profefs the bloody trade, ^ 

Nor is the church the murd’rer’s refuge made. Gay s Trivia. 
To BRAWL, v. n. [brouillcr, or /mauler, Fr.] 

X . To quarrel noifily and indecently. 

She troubled was, alas ! that it might be. 

With tedious brawlings of her parents dear. . 

Here comes a man of comfort, whofe advice , 

Hath often {till’d my brawling difeontent. Shakejp. 

How now. Sir John ! what, are you br aiding here. 

Does this become your place, your time, your bufinefs . 

Shakejp. Henry IV. ff - 
* Their 
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Their batt’ring cannon charged to the mouths, 

Till their foul-fearing clamours have brawl d down 

Tiic flinty ribs of this contemptuous city. Shakefp. K. John. 

In council flic gives licence to her tongue 
Loquacious, brawling, ever in the wrong. Dryden' s Fab les. 
I.eave all noifv contefts, all immodeft clamours, brawling 
language, and efpecially all perfonal fcandal and feurrility to the 
meaneft part of the vulgar world. Watts. 

L To fpeak loud and indecently. 

His divifions, as the times do brawl. 

Are in three heads ; one pow’r againft the French, 

And one againft Glendowcr. Shakefp. Henry IV. p. ii. 

3. To make a noife. 

As he lay along 

Under an oak, whofe antique root peeps out 
Upon the brook that brawls along this wood. Shakefp. 

Brawl, n.f [from the verb.] Quarrel; noife; feurrility. 

He findeth, that controverfies thereby are made but brawls ; 
and therefore wilheth,that, in fome lawful affcmbly of churches, 
all thefe ftrifes may be decided. Hooker, Preface. 

Never fince that middle fummer’s fpring 
Met we on hill, in dale, foreft, or mead, 

But with thy brawls thou haft difturb’d our fport. 

Shakefp. Midjhmmer Night's Dream. 
That bonum is an animal, 

Made good with flout polemick brawl. Fludibras. 

Bra'wlf.r. n f. [from brawl. J A wrangler; a quarrelfome, 
noify fellow. 

An advocate may incur the ccnfure of the court, for being a 
brawler in court, on purpofe to lengthen out the caufe. Ayliffc. 
BRAWN, n.f. [of uncertain etymology.] 

1. Theflcfhy or mufculous part of the body. 

The brawn of the arm muft appear full, fhadowed on one 
fide, then {hew the wrift-bone thereof. Peacbam. 

But moil their looks on the black monarch bend. 

His rifing mulcles and his brawn commend ; 

His double biting ax - , and beamy fpear. 

Each afleing a gigantick force to rear. Dryden’s Fables. 

2. The arm, fo called from its being mufculous. 

I’ll hide my filver beard in a gold beaver. 

And in my vantbrace put this wither’d brawn. Shakefp. 

I had purpofe 

Once more to hew thy target from thy brawn. Shakefp. 

3. Bulk ; mufcular ftrength. 

Thy boift’rous hands arc then of ufe, when I, 

With this directing head, thofe hands apply ; 

Brawn without brain is thine. Dryden' s Fables. 

4. The fldh of a boar. 

The beft age for the boar is from two years to five years old, 
at which time it is beft to geld him, or fell him for braiun. 

Mortimer. 

5. A boar. 

Bra'wner. n. f. [from brawn.] A boar killed forthe table. 

At Chriftmas time be careful of your fame, 

See the old tenant’s table be the fame ; 

I hen it you would fend up the browner head. 

Sweet rofemary and bays around it fpread. King. 

Bra'wniness. it. f. [from brawny . ] Strength ; hardnels. 

1 his brawninefs and infenfibility of mind, is the beft armour 
we can have againft the common evils and accidents of life. 

t> 1 .. Locke. 

Brawny, adj. [from brawn.] Mufculous; flcfhy; bulkv; of 
great mufcles and ftrength. 

The brawny fool, who did his vigour boaft, 

In that prefuming confidence was loft. Dryden’s J uven. 

The native energy 

Turns all into the fubftancc of the tree. 

Starves and deftroys die fruit, is only made 

... .fj,“ b “J k u > “ J r "V> Hade. Dtyder, i Virgil. 

Sax. W. Fr.] To pound 

I’ll burft him ; I will bray 

His bones as in a mortar. Chapman's Iliads 

Except you would bray chriftcndom in a mortar, and mould 

To RRAV nCW ^ thCrC xr iS 7 of a hol 7 ™ar. Baa 

1 ° * ’ v ' n \ [ hroire , hr. barrio , Lat.J 

1 . lo make a noife as an afs. 

Laugh, and they 

Return it louder than an afs can bray. Drvden's 7.,,, 1 

2. To nvike an offenftve or difagreeablc noife. > ' 

What, {hall our feaft be kept with flaughtcr’d men ? 

Shall braying trumpets, and loud churliflx drums, 

Glamours of hell, be mealurcs to our pomp ? Shaken, 
Arms on armour clalhing, bray'd JP ‘ 

, set m 

. . Boift rous untun’d' drums, 

iram h °>‘ su, A . 

I. One that brays like an afs. 
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Hold ! cry’d the queen ; a cat-call each flia.i win > 

Equal your merits, equal is your din ! 

But that this well-difputcd game may end, 

Sound forth, my brayers ! and the welkin rend. 

2. [With printers; from to bray, or beat. ] 
temper the ink. 

To Braze, v. a. [from brafs.] 

1. To folder with brafs. 

If the nut be not to be caft in brafs, but only hath a worm 
brazed into it, this nicenefs is not fo abfolutely neceffary, be- 
caufe that worm is firft turned up, and bowed into the grooves 
of the fpindle, and you may try that before it is brazed in the 
n u t. Moxon' s Mechanical Exercifcs. 

2. To haidcn to impudence. 

I have fo often blufhed to acknowledge him, that now I am 
brazed to it. Shakefp. Ring Lear. 

If damned cuftom hath not braz'd it fo, 

That it is proof and bulwark againft fenfe. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

Brazen, adj. [from brafs.] 

1. Made of brafs. 

Get alfo a fmall pair of brazen compaflcs, and a fine ruler, 
for taking the diftance. P eacham . 

A bough his brazen helmet did fuftain ; 

His heavier arms lay (batter’d on the plain. 

2. Proceeding from brafs : a poetical ufe. 

Trumpeters 

With brazen din blaft you the city’s car. 

Make mingle with your rattling tabourines 

3. Impudent. 

To Bra'zen. v. n. To be impudent ; to bully. 

When I ufed to reprimand him for his tricks, he would talk 
faucily, lye, and brazen it out, as if he had done nothing amils. 

Arbuthnot' s Hijl. of J. Bull. 

Br a'zenfacE. n.f [from brazen and face.] An impudent 
wretch. 

You do, if you fufpebt me in any difhoneftv. Well 

faid, brazenfacc ; hold it out. Shakefp. Alerry /Hives of Wiudf. 

Bra'zenfaced. adj. [from brazenfacc.] Impudent ; fhamelefs. 

What a brazenfaced varlct art thou, to deny thou knoweft 
me ? Is it two days ago, fince I tript up thy heels, and beat thee 
before the king ? Shakefp. King Lear. 

Quick-witted, brazenfac'd, with fluent tongues, 

Patient of labours, and diflembling wrongs. Dryden. 

Bra'zenness. n.f. [from brazen.] 

1. Appearing like brais. 

2. Impudence. 

Era'zier. n.f. See BrasiI-r. 

The halfpence and farthings in England, if you fhould fell 
them to the brazier, you would not lofe above a penny in a 
{hilling. Swift's Draper’s Letters. 

Breach, n.f. [from break-, breche, Fr.] 


Dryden’s /En. 


Shakefp. 
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The ablof breaking any thing. 

This tempeft 

Dafhing the garment of this peace, aboded 

The hidden breach on’t. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

1 he ftate of being broken. 

O you kind gods ! 

Cure this great breach in his abufed nature. Shakefp. 

A gap in a fortification made by a battery. 

The wall was blown up ih two places ; by which breach the 
I urks feeking to have entered, made bloody fight. Knolles 
I ill mad with rage upon the breach he fir’d, 

‘ few fiends and foes, and in the fmokc retir’d. Dryden. 
I he violation of a law or contract. 

1 hat oath would fure contain them greatly, or the breach of 
it bring them to Ihorter vengeance. Spenfer’s Ireland. 

What are thofe breaches of the law of nature and nations 
which do forfeit all right in a nation to govern > Ba :o ’ 

Breach of duty towards our neighbours, ftiJJ involves in it a 
breach of duty towards God. ? , 

r he laws 6f the gofpel are the only {landing rules of mom 

hws thf tH r pen;!l . t,es , afllxcd b r God to the breach of thofe 
° nl y S uards that can effectually reftrain men within 
™ truc bounds of decency and virtue. d, . 

The opening in a coaft. °S irs - 

But th heedful boatman ftrongly forth did ftretch 
His brawny arms, and all his body Brain, 

I hat th’ utmoft fhndy breach they fhortly fetch, 

r, TTff 11 e the diead cian S er does behind remain. Fairy G) Uf 

0 . D.rrerence; quarrel; reparation of kindnefs. ; ” < - 

It would have been long before the jcaloufies ind ).■ * < 

MS&.’z&r* bc “ compow - 

I his breach upon his kingly power was without a precedent. 

BREAD, n. f [bpeob, Saxon. J d.arendcn. 

1. l’ood made of ground corn. 

Mankind have found the rhe-me .>,,1 1 

Which is the lighten and propereft alimcm for 

1W that decaying ma „ wi „, Mm *”‘ 

And gen tons wine, winch thoughtful furrow fc 
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